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required in the case of one who was to be the rulei of a State:
with results altogether disastrous to himself and to Tuscany,
Looking at the way that she was throughout his life a heavy
drag upon her husband, hampering his best efforts and in-
creasing that priestly domination which was ruining the coun-
try, at the still more fatal effect of her manner of Uaining her
son who was destined to rule Tuscany for over half a century,
and at the long period during which her pernicious influence
was exercised, we may with justice say that if Giulio de'
Medici was the evil genius of the earlier generations of the
family, Vittoria della Rovere was the evil genius of its last
three generations. For to her chiefly was due the despicable
character of its decline and end. The portraits of Vittoiia aie
numerous, as she delighted in being painted in vaiious char-
acters; her portrait by Sustermans, in the Pitti Gallery, as a
Vestal Virgin, is one of the most notable, in another, also in
the Pitti Gallery, she appears as the Blessed Vitgin in a
group of the Holy Family; and in another, in the Uffizi
Gallery, as the Magdalen. Whilst Vittoria della Roveie was
Grand Duchess the court was maintained with the utmost
magnificence. She had a large number of maids-of-honour,
chosen from all the noblest Florentine families, and tl>e whole
set of their portraits49 is to be seen in the long corridor between
the Pitti and Uffizi Galleries. Vittoria survived her husband
twenty-three years, so that her baneful influence was pro-
longed also for nearly half the next reign.

It is a far cry from Florence to Agra, from the puny court
of the small and decaying state of Tuscany to the magnificent
splendour of the court of the Great Mogul, the ruler over
two hundred millions50 of people, and an empire the size
of Europe. But even in the days of her decadence Florence,
which once had led Europe in Learning and Art, was still
able to make her influence reach even to such a far-off region
as this, and to write her name in imperishable letters on the
palaces of India.